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BOSTON NOIR EVENT AT INAUGURAL BOSTON BOOK FESTIVAL 

 
Launch Party for Dennis Lehane-edited collection provides perfect culmination 

event to 
Boston Book Festival, presented by State Street Corporation, 

Oct. 24, 2009 in Copley Square 
 

(BOSTON – Sept. 3, 2009) The inaugural Boston Book Festival, presented by State Street Corporation, 

on Oct. 24 at various locations in Copley Square, will culminate in a special event celebrating the launch 

of Boston Noir (Akashic Books), a collection of new stories set in Boston’s neighborhoods and edited by 

Dennis Lehane. The Boston Noir event will close the Boston Book Festival, at the Boston Public Library 

on Oct. 24 from 6—9 p.m.  Tickets are $15 and will be available at bostonbookfest.org beginning Sept. 

15. 21+. All other Boston Book Festival events on Saturday are free and open to the public. 

The complete lineup for The Boston Book Festival will be announced next week.   

The Boston Book Festival’s Boston Noir party will feature a presentation by Dennis Lehane, who wrote 

the book’s introduction as well as a gripping story set in his native Dorchester.. Other Boston 

neighborhoods are featured in stories from contributing authors Brendan DuBois, Dana Cameron, Itabari 

Njeri, Jim Fusilli, Lynne Heitman and Russ Aborn.  Following the presentation, attendees can enjoy live 

music as well as a literatini, the official cocktail of The Boston Book Festival. Attendees can also have 

their fortunes told, handwriting analyzed, and purchase copies of Boston Noir to have signed. Noirish 

dress is optional, but there will be a prize awarded for the best costume.  The Boston Phoenix is the 

media sponsor of The Boston Book Festival’s Boston Noir event. 

Boston Book Festival events will include presentations and panels featuring internationally-known writers, 

scholars, critics and commentators; a focus on technology as it relates to reading; programming for 

children, teens and families; writing workshops and competitions; and theatre, spoken word and music 

performances. The Boston Book Festival will take place Oct. 24 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the Boston 

Public Library, Old South Church, Trinity Church and outdoors in Copley Square.  Detailed schedules will 

be available at www.bostonbookfest.org in the coming weeks.  



The Boston Book Festival has already announced appearances by Ben Mezrich (Bringing Down The 

House, Accidental Billionaires), Kathleen Kent (The Heretic’s Daughter), Barbara Lynch (No. 9 Park, Stir), 

Ken Burns (The Civil War, The National Parks), Joseph Finder (Vanished, High Crimes), Elinor Lipman 

(Then She Found Me, The Family Man), Anita Diamant (The Red Tent), David Pogue (New York Times), 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (Lincoln on Race and Slavery), Elizabeth Nunez (Prospero’s Daughter, Anna In-

Between) and Stephen L. Carter (Emperor of Ocean Park), with many more to be announced.  

Additional sponsors include Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, The Boston Foundation, Verizon, Rodale, 

Hachette Book Group, Liberty Mutual, and E-ink.  Media sponsors include WBUR, The Phoenix, New 

England Cable News, Mix 104.1, Oldies 103.3, The Boston Globe, WGBH, and The Boston Parents 

Paper. Partners include Mayor Thomas M. Menino; The Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism and Special 

Events; The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department; ReadBoston; Boston Public Library; the 

Boston Athenæum; PEN New England; Grub Street; Trinity Church; Old South Church; Boston Children’s 

Museum; New Center for Arts and Culture; 826 Boston; Berklee College of Music; Emerson College; 

Harvard Bookstore; Brookline Booksmith, Porter Square Books; and Newtonville Books. 

Boston Book Festival Board of Directors: President Deborah Z. Porter; Treasurer Steve Oristaglio; Secretary 
Susana B. Lopez; Paul La Camera, Callie Crossley, Robert Duboff, Joseph Finder, Steve Grossman, Karen 
Kaufman, Glenda Manzi, John Taylor Williams, Larry Weber. Honorary Advisory Board: Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
Ann Gund, Arthur Golden, Phil Balboni, Amy Ryan, Diane Patrick, Tom Perrotta, Lou Casagrande.  Literary 
Advisory Group: Helene Atwan, D.Y. Bechard, Chris Bohjalian, Chris Castellani, Callie Crossley, Junot Diaz, Anita 
Diamant, Andre Dubus III, Leslie Epstein, Erica Funkhouser, Atul Gawande, Allegra Goodman, Elizabeth Graver, 
Lynne Griffin, Jennifer Haigh, Esmond Harmsworth, John Hodgman, Alice Hoffman, Gish Jen, Ha Jin, Bret Anthony 
Johnston, Dennis Lehane, Elinor Lipman, Margot Livesey, Michael Lowenthal, Amy MacKinnon, Gregory Maguire, 
Elizabeth McCracken, Kim McLarin, Mameve Medwed, Claire Messud, Sue Miller, Susan Orlean, Robert Pinsky, 
Richard Russo, Salvatore Scibona, Jim Shepard, Anita Shreve, Janet Silver, Jessica Stern, Karen Wulf.  Technology 
Advisory Group: Judith Donath, Lawrence Feldman, Michael Hawley, Douglas Levin, Glenda Manzi, Andrew 
McAfee, Nicholas Negroponte, David Small. 

About State Street Corporation: State Street Corporation is the world's leading provider of financial 
services to institutional investors, including investment servicing, investment management and investment 
research and trading. With $16.4 trillion in assets under custody and administration and $1.6 trillion in 
assets under management at June 30, 2009, State Street operates in 27 countries and more than 100 
geographic markets worldwide. For more information, visit State Street’s web site at www.statestreet.com. 
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